WFSA Statement on Agenda Item 7.8 — Increasing Production Capacity for Essential
Medicines and Health Technologies (Document CD62/INF/8(A))

The World Federation of Societies of Anaesthesiologists (WFSA), representing over 500,000
anaesthesiologists in 150 countries, welcomes the progress report on strengthening regional
production capacity for essential medicines and health technologies.

Despite policies that recognise their importance, too many life-saving technologies remain
out of reach in practice. A striking example is the capnometer. Capnography is a WHO-listed
essential monitoring technology and a cornerstone of safe anaesthesia, critical care, and
emergency medicine. Yet, in many PAHO member states, operating rooms and intensive care
units continue to function without access to this basic monitor. The result is avoidable harm:
unrecognised airway obstruction, ventilator disconnection, and preventable deaths.

The gap between policy and practice underscores the urgent need for concerted action.
WEFSA urges Member States to:

e Include capnography as essential for the safe practice of anaesthesia in national
guidelines.

e Embed capnography and other essential monitors into procurement and supply chain
systems, ensuring their inclusion into national and global lists of priority medical
devices.

e Remove tariffs and taxes that inflate the cost of importing life-saving technologies.

e Support local and regional production and distribution of affordable, quality-assured
monitoring equipment.

e Invest in training programmes to ensure that clinicians are equipped to use and
maintain these technologies effectively.

e Establish accountability mechanisms to track the availability of essential monitors.

Closing the implementation gap for capnography is both an equity and a safety issue. By
ensuring access to essential monitoring, Member States can reduce preventable deaths,
strengthen health system resilience, and advance Universal Health Coverage.



