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W F S A’S STRATEGIC PRIORITIES  
2023–2028

Champion
the vital role of anaesthesiologists  

in global and planetary health

Strengthen
Member Societies and  

enhance professional networks

Advance
anaesthesiologist leadership  

within healthcare

Work with
Member Societies to ensure a  

well-trained and resilient workforce

Improve
safety and quality  
in anaesthesiology
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PRESIDENT’S 
FOREWORD
Anaesthesiology is an amazing profession, and we are all part of  
an amazing global anaesthesiology family. 2023 provided many 
opportunities to re-establish links and build new relationships.

During the year, I was frequently reminded of the 
value of in-person meetings with colleagues, as we 
all embraced a “post-COVID normal”. In February, the 
W F S A Board met to formulate strategic priorities for 
2023-2028. I met many colleagues at conferences 
around the globe, including national meetings in 
Indonesia, Hungary, Mauritius, Australia, United States, 
Brazil, India, Azerbaijan, and my country New Zealand.

W F S A continues to strengthen its advocacy role with 
W H O and governments. At the World Health 
Assembly in Geneva in May, we highlighted workforce 
issues, our role in critical care, and the need for greater 
resourcing for our specialty. W F S A also represented 
anaesthesiologists at all six W H O regional meetings.

W F S A is its Member Societies and two-way 
communication with our membership continues to 
strengthen. We’ve had honest discussions about 
workforce issues facing different countries and regions 
around the world, and we’ve received valuable 
feedback from Member Societies about W F S A’s new 
strategic plan and constitutional amendments.

As 2023 closes, we are looking forward to the World 
Congress of Anaesthesiologists in Singapore in March 
2024. This will be our first in-person W C A since Hong 
Kong in 2016 and a long overdue opportunity for the 
global anaesthesiology community to connect, learn 
and share.

Wayne Morriss, W F S A President

President’s Foreword  
by W F S A President,  
Wayne Morriss. If you  
cannot play the embedded  
video click HERE. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4nwzdHKdGc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cT6unArfjiw


NOTE FROM  
THE CEO
2023 has seen W F S A get back to full speed on a range of our core 
activities. We were able to re-start a good proportion of our subspecialty 
fellowship programmes around the world alongside delivery of many  
short training courses across Latin America, Africa and Asia. 

This year our focus has also been on governance as 
we undertook a large-scale review of our constitutional 
documents and arrangements in preparation for  
our General Assembly in Singapore in March 2024  
which will coincide with the 18th World Congress of 
Anaesthesiologists. 

For me the most exciting development, however, was 
the publication of our new five-year organisational 
strategy which will frame our focus for the next period. 
The input of our Board and Council into this was 

invaluable and underscores yet again the importance 
of our volunteers who devote many thousands of 
hours to Federation activities every year. I was 
delighted to be able to meet many of these in person 
during the past year, both at our Council meeting in 
London and at regional and national congresses. As 
always, I am grateful to all of you – as well as to our 
Secretariat team – for your support of all our work 
during 2023. 

Kristine Stave, W F S A CEO

In March 2023  
W F S A Council and 
Board members met  
in London, UK.
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SAFER 
ANAESTHESIA 
FROM EDUCATION 
The Safer Anaesthesia From Education (SAFE) programme provides 
anaesthesiologist-led training courses to equip anaesthesia professionals 
working in low-resource settings with up-to-date knowledge and skills. 
Taught by both international and local faculty, SAFE actively strengthens 
the anaesthesia expertise of participants through interactive skill sessions, 
discussions, simulations and role-play. SAFE courses create a sustainable 
training model embedded in the national health system.

SAFE Operating  
Room course 
participants  
in Hargeisa,  
Somaliland.
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SAFE Obstetrics
SAFE Obstetrics is a three-day training course that 
addresses the core and extended roles of the 
anaesthesia provider in managing obstetric cases  
and emergencies.

SAFE Obstetrics courses enhance the knowledge 
and skills of anaesthesia professionals in providing 
safe anaesthesia and critical care during pregnancy, 
labour and childbirth. This course focuses on  
improving both maternal and neonatal outcomes in 
obstetric care.

SAFE Obstetrics Fistula 
Obstetric fistulas are a debilitating and entirely 
preventable condition which disproportionally affects 
mothers in low resource settings. In 2023, W F S A  
in partnership with Johnson & Johnson, launched  
a new SAFE course to build the skills and knowledge 
of anaesthesia professionals caring for women with 
the condition. 

The SAFE Obstetrics Fistula course combines the 
learning of the SAFE Obstetrics course with additional 
modules on the perioperative management of obstetric 
fistula patients. A pilot held in Nairobi, Kenya in 
February 2023 trained 24 anaesthesia professionals. 

SAFE Paediatrics
SAFE Paediatrics is a three-day course that provides 
refresher training in the essentials of paediatric 
anaesthesia and emphasises the principles of safe 
care for children.

In 2023, 469 anaesthesia 
professionals were trained  
in SAFE Paediatric courses 
held across 11 countries.

SAFE Paediatrics Cleft
SAFE Paediatrics Cleft is a two-day course focused 
on the principles of providing safe anaesthesia to 
children undergoing cleft lip and palate repair surgery. 

In 2023, 112 clinicians were 
trained on SAFE Paediatrics 
Cleft courses held in 
Madagascar and Tanzania.

SAFE Paediatrics  
Cleft training in 

Madagascar. 

FIND OUT MORE
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SAFE Operating Room
SAFE Operating Room is a multidisciplinary two to 
three-day course designed to improve communication 
and strengthen non-technical skills of the whole 
Operating Room team. 

In 2023, 46 clinicians were trained in SAFE Operating 
Room courses held in Myanmar and Somaliland. 

The SAFE trainings bring 
clinicians from all over 
Somaliland to share 
experiences, learn skills  
and improve patient care.  
We are delighted to share  
this partnership with W F S A 
which is providing world class 
trainings to Somaliland’s  
health care professionals.

Edna Adan Ismail, Founder and CEO,  
Edna Adan University and Hospital, Somaliland

SAFE Training of Trainers
Training of trainers is key to the sustainability of SAFE 
with courses being delivered by local faculty who 
have transitioned from participant to trainer. The 
course equips local clinicians with the training skills 
and resources they need to implement their own SAFE 
training programmes.

SAFE Online
SAFE Online is an interactive platform that enables 
users to study at their own pace. Online courses are 
designed to complement the traditional face-to-face 
SAFE courses and offer a way to refresh knowledge 
or provide training in situations where physical 
attendance is not possible.

To date, over 180 clinicians 
from 8 countries have  
improved their skills through 
the online platform.

SAFE Paediatrics Online modules were finalised in 
2023 and will be formally launched as an open access 
resource at W C A2024.

Left and above: 
SAFE Obstetrics 

training in Nepal. 

SAFE O R  
discussion  
in Somaliland.
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WFSA training 
in numbers

950
SAFE

55 
VAST

2
Scholars

2 Liberian 
Doctors

30
Fellows

90
EPM

32
Other 
Trainings

190

96

110

102

130

190
SAFE 
ToT

Total trainers trained  195
Total clinicians trained 1356

5 Other ToT
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FELLOWSHIPS
The W F S A Fellowship Programme provides qualified anaesthesiologists 
with the opportunity to undergo sub-speciality anaesthesia training or 
non-clinical training at another medical institution.

Lasting between 3-12 months, fellowships enable 
trainees to learn from peers and work in a different 
environment. Following completion, fellows return to 
their home country and pass on their expertise and 
knowledge to their colleagues.

Since its launch in 1996, over 450 anaesthesiologists 
have trained through the W F S A Fellowship 
Programme.

2023 marked a major restart for most of W F S A’s 
fellowships, with 20 programmes welcoming 32 
fellows from 18 different countries. During this year, 
W F S A provided fellows with training opportunities 
in 9 subspecialties, including a newly launched neuro-
anaesthesia fellowship in Bangkok.

 
When I return, I hope to  
share all of my experiences  
from this programme, both 
technical and non-technical 
with my colleagues.

Tun Tun Hlaing (Myanmar), General Anaesthesia Fellow, Bangkok 
Anaesthesia Regional Training Center (BARTC), Thailand

Tun Tun Hlaing  
from Myanmar 
undertook a  
general anaesthesia 
fellowship in  
Thailand.

FIND OUT MORE
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SAFER LONG  
BONE FRACTURE  
IN MALAWI
The African region, and Malawi specifically, has some of the  
highest traffic fatality rates in the world despite having relatively  
few cars on its roads. Fracture-related deaths and disabilities are  
largely preventable through injury prevention schemes and accessible, 
quality trauma care systems.

W F S A, supported by Johnson and Johnson, in 
partnership with the A O Alliance and Kids O R, are 
working with the Malawian Ministry of Health, to 
implement and grow a sustainable programme  
to improve long bone fracture management by 
strengthening trauma and anaesthesia services. 

The programme features locally-led anaesthesia 
training courses covering Essential Pain Management 
(E P M) and clinical leadership. The aim is to create a 
cadre of medical educators with the skills to instruct 
colleagues on best practice in anaesthesia for long 
bone fracture and other surgical presentations.

A 2023 pilot course focusing on anaesthesia and 
surgical care for long bone fracture successfully trained 
32 Malawian anaesthesia professionals from various 
districts. W F S A delivered an E P M course, including 
a training of trainers workshop for a multidisciplinary 
group of participants including anaesthesia 
professionals, orthopaedic trainees, nurses and  
clinical officers.

 
My dream one day is to be  
a pioneer in opening pain 
clinics in Malawi to improve 
the morbidity of patients  
that present with pain.

Bettie Mtemang’ombe, Anaesthesia Resident  
and newly trained EPM Trainer of Trainers based in  
Queen Elizabeth Central Hospital, Blantyre, Malawi.

FIND OUT MORE

Bettie  
Mtemang’ombe  

newly trained  
EPM Trainer  
of Trainers.
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LIBERIA 
ANAESTHESIA 
CAPACITY 
BUILDING 
PROGRAMME 
The Liberia Anaesthesia Capacity Building Programme was  
established by W F S A in 2018 to address the shortage of Physician 
Anaesthesia Providers (P A Ps) in Liberia by supporting the physicians  
in the country to undertake the West African College of Surgeons  
Diploma in Anaesthesia (D A) in Kano, Nigeria. 

Since its launch, the programme has evolved to 
support P A Ps to undertake the W A C S Membership 
in Anaesthesia examinations and then the W A C S 
Fellowship in Anaesthesia. The ultimate aim of the 
programme is to train the very first anaesthesiologists 
of Liberian origin.

The Liberia Anaesthesia Capacity Building Programme  
entered its sixth year of running in 2023 with Kpehe 
Jig Maimie and Aker Jason Bleah both passing their 
respective exams. 

The Liberia Anaesthesia Capacity Building Programme  
would not have been made possible without the 
support of Keith Thomson, who sadly passed away 
in April 2023.

 
Embarking on this path has 
been exciting, from advocating 
for patient safety and satisfaction 
to administering drugs.
Kpehe Jig Maimie

FIND OUT MORE

Kpehe Jig  
Maimie observing  

a simulation as  
part of his training.
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SCHOLARSHIPS
The scholarship programme provides the opportunity for early  
career anaesthesiologists from low-resource settings to attend 
international congresses they might not otherwise be able to attend.

Our scholarship programme provides the opportunity 
for young anaesthesiologists from low-resource 
countries to attend international congresses, improve 
their knowledge and form professional contacts

With over 70% of scholars presenting a poster  
or abstract at the congress they attended, W F S A 
Scholarships provide a valuable opportunity for early-
career anaesthesiologists to showcase their research 
and engage with the wider anaesthesia community. 

The learning gained and the networks created  
prove invaluable in cultivating the careers of future 
anaesthesia leaders. 

World Congress of Anaesthesiologists 2024
Through the generous support of institutional and 
individual donations, W F S A has awarded 64 in-person 
scholarships and over 100 virtual scholarships to 
attend W C A2024 in Singapore. This is the largest 
number of scholarships ever supported. Moving 
forward, the W F S A scholarship will focus exclusively 
on supporting a large number of scholars for the 
biennial W C A.

S R A T I
W F S A, in partnership with the Romanian Society of 
Anaesthesia and Intensive Care (S R A T I), supported 
two scholars, Amos Muzuka Zacharia (Tanzania) and 
Adisa Šabanović Adilović (Bosnia Herzegovina), to 
attend the 48th S R A T I Congress held in Sinaia, 
Romania, in May 2023. Both scholars presented 
abstracts during the congress.

 
S R A T I Conference 2023 was 
one of my best experiences ever! 
I had the opportunity to meet 
wonderful colleagues from all 
over the world, listen to excellent 
lectures, exchange opinions on 
different topics.

Adisa Šabanović Adilović, S R A T I Scholar 2023

FIND OUT MORE

Adisa Šabanovic 
Adilovic from Bosnia 

Herzegovina recieved  
a scholarship to attend 

the S R A T I Congress  
in Romania.
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AWARDS  
AND GRANTS
W F S A Grants and Awards aims to expand global impact  
through innovation and collaboration. 

W F S A Fresenius Kabi  
Anaesthesia Innovation Awards
The Innovation Awards identify and support the 
development of innovations that have the potential 
to transform the field of anaesthesia and improve 
patient safety worldwide.

Categories for the 2023 Innovation Award were 
Innovations in Environmental / Eco-friendly 
anaesthesia; Safer Medication Management and 
Clinical Nutrition. The winners were:

•	 Global PRoMiSe: Perioperative 
Recommendations for Medication Safety by 
Karen Nanji and her team. The innovation aims  
to improve targeted strategies to help prevent 
medication errors.

•	 Innovative recycling of used syringes into 
bitumen by Pei Kee Poh and colleagues.  
This project will offer a sustainable solution  
for healthcare waste. 

•	 PosiTIVA: Practical Open-Source Innovative 
Intravenous Anesthesia by a team led by Alan 
Tung. The award will support the development 
of a toolkit to minimise the use of environmentally 
harmful inhalational anaesthetics.

These winners will receive their award at the 
W C A2024 in Singapore, where they will have the 
chance to present their work both in scientific sessions 
and at the W F S A Hub.

W F S A Small Grants
W F S A Small Grants programme seeks to engage 
with W F S A Committees and our Member Societies 
to encourage and support innovative projects that 
are aligned to W F S A priorities.

Following a competitive process, grants totalling 
$20,000 were awarded to the following projects:

•	 Introduction of Vital Anaesthesia Simulation 
Training (VAST) in Nepal, endorsed by the 
Education Committee. Following the successful 
implementation of a VAST and a VAST 
Facilitator course, along with a VAST Wellbeing 
course, future opportunities for similar training 
programmes are being explored.

•	 Redesigning the Anesthesia Facility 
Assessment Tool (AFAT) in Uganda, endorsed 
by the Scientific Affairs and the Safety & Quality  
of Practice Committees. This project aims to 
improve the applicability and effectiveness  
of the AFAT. 

The project’s findings can be 
used to advocate for improved 
patient safety standards and 
policies in anesthesia facilities 
at the national level in Uganda 
and subsequently in other 
countries.

FIND OUT MORE
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ONLINE LEARNING
With over 1200 tutorials, articles, videos, standards and guidelines,  
the W F S A virtual library is an open-access educational resource for 
anaesthesia professionals and those pursuing a qualification in anaesthesia.

Anaesthesia Tutorial of the Week (A T O T W)
Anaesthesia Tutorial of the Week (A T O T W) is a  
bite-sized online tutorial that is published once a 
fortnight to a mailing list of over 23,500 subscribers. 
An accompanying A T O T W quiz enables users to 
apply for self-directed continuing medical education 
credits. To date over 510 tutorials have been published 
with selected editions available in English, French, 
Spanish, Portuguese, and Chinese.

Each tutorial is accessed by approximately 30,000 
users. Its continued popularity is due to its simple 
structure and clinical applicability. The bite-sized 
nature of A T O T W is vital. The tutorial is designed to 
be read and synthesized within an hour and then 
practically applied within the  workplace.

In 2023, after 8 years as A T O T W’s Editor-in-chief 
Maytinee Lilaonitkul handed over the editorial reigns 
to Frankie Powell. Under Maytinee’s stewardship, 
A T O T W expanded its global reach with a user-friendly 
online platform offering tutorials in multiple languages.

With 5 of the top 10 most visited pages on W F S A’s 
website being connected to A T O T W, this resource 
continues to be a mainstay of W F S A’s digital 
educational offering.

A T O T W in numbers
•	 510+ tutorials published
•	 17 specialties covered
•	 23.5k A T O T W subscribers
•	 4739 A T O T W quizzes completed in 2023

Over 510 tutorials available  
in English, French, Spanish, 
Portuguese, and Chinese.

FIND OUT MORE
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Update in Anaesthesia
Update in Anaesthesia (UiA) is the official journal  
of W F S A.

Users can access and freely 
download a back catalogue  
of 37 volumes with over  
650 articles covering 12  
sub-specialities.

In 2023, the U i A web platform was redeveloped to 
include a new search functionality to make individual 
articles easier to access. To this newly improved 
platform a new digital only Volume 37: Paediatrics 
Special Edition was published in October 2023. This 
year we also published the first Vietnamese translation 
of U i A.

Alongside the planning for special volumes on Safety 
and Workforce Well-being in 2024, a new Spanish 
translation working group led by volunteers from the 
Sociedad Colombiana de Anestesiología y Reanimación 
(SCARE) was set up. They will be translating key 
articles from each volume.

W F S A YouTube
W F S A’s YouTube channel, featuring over 260 films in 
English, French, and Spanish, has become a vital 
educational hub for anaesthesia providers worldwide.

Since its launch in 2016, the channel has gained  
27.5K subscribers and accumulated 13 million views, 
with 1.3 million views in 2023 alone.

Recordings in English, Spanish and French from  
the popular 2023 Annual Theme Webinar series  
on Anaesthesia and Cancer Care were added to  
the channel.

The channel’s educational films 
on Paediatric Anaesthetics 
remain the most popular series, 
amassing a combined video 
view count of 7.3 million.

FIND OUT MOREFIND OUT MORE
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ADVOCATING ON 
THE GLOBAL STAGE
W F S A engages with key decision-makers to advance the availability, 
safety and quality of anaesthesia and perioperative services worldwide.

As the only organisation representing 
anaesthesiologists worldwide, W F S A is in official 
relations with the World Health Organization (W H O) 
and has consultative status with the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council (E C O S O C).

W F S A has continued to champion the anaesthesia 
workforce at global and regional W H O meetings.  
In 2023, W F S A participated in seven W H O meetings, 
presenting 13 statements.

World Health Assembly
The 2023 World Health Assembly tabled two key 
resolutions which will have lasting impacts on global 
anaesthesia services. The E C O (Emergency, Critical, 
Operative) Resolution calls for global efforts to embed 
quality emergency, critical, and operative care services 
as an integral part of a comprehensive primary health 
care approach. Robust, integrated E C O services  

are seen as being vital to realising universal health 
coverage targets and building health system resilience 
to emergency events.

Member States also endorsed a resolution recognising 
the critical role of medical oxygen for the treatment 
of hypoxemia, in particular for surgery and trauma 
care. The new resolution urges Member States to set 
up, as appropriate, national and regional medical 
oxygen systems to secure the uninterrupted provision 
of medical oxygen to healthcare facilities at all levels. 
W F S A, together with partners, have been at the 
forefront of efforts to ensure equitable access to safe 
and affordable oxygen.

W F S A President, Wayne Morriss, addressed the 
Assembly, welcoming the new resolutions as a  
way to strengthen anaesthesia services and realise 
universal health targets.

W F S A President, Wayne Morriss 
delivers a statement on Universal 
Health Coverage to the 76th World 
Health Assembly. If you cannot play  
the embedded video click HERE. 
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W F S A President,  
Wayne Morriss with  

W H O Director-General,  
Dr Tedros Ghebreyesus  

at World Health  
Assembly 2023.

Regional W H O Representation
In 2023, delegations led by W F S A Council and  
Board members advocated for their region’s 
anaesthesiologists at all six W H O Regional Committee 
meetings. As well as meeting with member state 
representatives, W F S A delegations presented 11 
statements on issues ranging from anti-microbial 
resistance to universal health coverage.

73rd Regional Committee for Africa
Phillipe Mavoungou (Congo-Brazzaville) called on 
African member states looking to realise universal 
health coverage targets to invest in anaesthesia 
services through improved policy planning, education 
and training.

70th Regional Committee for Eastern 
Mediterranean
Patricia Yazbeck (Lebanon) and Nabil El-Askalany 
(Egypt) presented statements urging EMRO member 
states to engage with W F S A Member Societies  
to: strengthen infection prevention and control 
approaches; integrate non-communicable disease 
care into emergency settings and strengthen the 
anaesthesia workforce.

FIND OUT MORE

FIND OUT MORE

Phillipe Mavoungou 
represented W F S A  
at the 73rd Regional 
Committee for Africa

Patricia Yazbeck 
speaking to the 70th 

Regional Committee for 
Eastern Mediterranean
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74th W H O Western Pacific Regional Committee
Erlinda Oracion (Philippines) highlighted the vital  
need for W P R O member states to strengthen their 
workforce by investing in the training, funding and 
professional well-being of anaesthesiologists.

FIND OUT MORE

73rd W H O Regional Committee for Europe
Emilia Guasch (Spain) and Else-Marie Ringvold 
(Norway) urged European member states to engage 
with W F S A Member Societies to strengthen and 
invest in the anaesthesia workforce as a means to 
realise universal health coverage goals and improve 
patient safety. W F S A also joined constituency 
statements calling for a greater focus on stronger 
anti-microbial stewardship to reduce the impacts  
of anti-microbial resistance. 

FIND OUT MORE

76th P A H O Regional Committee 
Luiz Falcão (Brazil) called on P A H O member states 
to strengthen their health workforce by building the 
capacity, resourcing and professional well-being of 
the region’s anaesthesiologists. A statement by Paul 
Pomerantz (U S A) emphasised that investments into 
the anaesthesia workforce were vital for countries in 
the region to meet their U H C targets.

FIND OUT MORE

76th W H O Regional Committee  
for South-East Asia
Sheila Myatra (India) addressed delegates about the 
urgent need to develop, implement and integrate 
national policy and financing frameworks that will 
sustainably grow and support vital anaesthesia 
services.

FIND OUT MORE

Sheila Myatra  
addressing the  

Regional  
Committee for 

South-East Asia.

Luiz Falcão with  
PAHO representatives. 

Emilia Guasch  
and Else-Marie 
Ringvold at the 
Regional Committee 
for Europe.

Erlinda Oracion at the 74th W H O 
Western Pacific Regional Committee
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W F S A  
ANNUAL THEME
2023 saw a new addition to W F S A’s advocacy work with the  
launch of the first W F S A Annual Theme.

The objective of the W F S A Annual Theme is  
to increase the prominence, understanding and 
resourcing of an aspect of anaesthesia which impacts 
on the work of W F S A Member Societies and the 
patients they serve. It brings together the expertise 
of W F S A’s Committees to create a year-long series 
of events and activities based around a single issue.

Anaesthesia and Cancer Care in 2023
2023’s inaugural Annual Theme was on Anaesthesia 
and Cancer Care. A year-long series of activities were 
held to increase the awareness amongst decision 
makers, funders and clinicians to the crucial role that 
anaesthesia plays in cancer management. 

W F S A, in collaboration with partners including the 
Royal College of Medicine and the Japanese Society 
of Pediatric Anesthesiology, delivered a series of 
multilingual oncoanaesthesia webinars. The webinars 
brought together experts working in a wide array  
of specialities ranging from pain management  
to paediatric anaesthesia. The webinars were 
supplemented with curated oncoanaesthesia articles 
and resources on W F S A’s virtual library.

The Annual Theme formed the basis of W F S A’s  
World Anaesthesia Day 2023 celebrations. On  
16th October over 1000 clinicians registered for  
a multilingual webinar looking at the global impact of 
cancer on anaesthesia services. 

W F S A also used its position as a Non-State Actor in 
official relations with W H O to address the P A H O 
Regional Committee on the importance of maintaining 
vital cancer diagnostic and treatment services as part 
of the discourse on addressing non-communicable 
diseases (N C Ds).

In 2024
The 2024 Annual Theme will be Workforce Well-being.

The 2023 Annual Theme  
aimed to raise awareness of  
the vital role that anaesthesia 
plays in managing cancer and 
to advocate for strengthening 
anaesthesia services to  
improve patient outcomes. FIND OUT MORE
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2ddnXGkAIE&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2ddnXGkAIE&t=1s
https://wfsahq.org/our-work/advocacy/annual-theme-2024-workforce-well-being/


GLOBAL DAYS
W F S A works with its Member Societies and global health stakeholders  
to provide a unified global voice to advocate for anaesthesiology. Global 
health days provide a popular platform to discuss and highlight important 
issues, share good practice, and celebrate the skills and leadership of 
anaesthesia professionals worldwide. 

World Anaesthesia Day
Commemorating the birth of anaesthesia on 16 
October 1846, World Anaesthesia Day (WAD) is an 
opportunity for anaesthesia professionals to join with 
colleagues to celebrate their profession.

In line with W F S A’s 2023 Annual Theme, anaesthesia 
professionals were encouraged to reflect on their 
leadership and expertise in caring for patients with cancer.

World Anaesthesia Day brings 
together the global anaesthesia 
community, fostering a sense of 
unity and appreciation for the 
vital role of anaesthesiologists 
worldwide.
Carolina Haylock-Loor, W F S A Director of Programmes, Honduras.

W F S A marked W A D 20 23 by hosting a special 
one-off webinar which brought together internationally 
renowned experts to discuss anaesthesia’s role  
in cancer care. With simultaneous translations in  
English, French and Spanish over 1000 anaesthesia 
professionals registered for the webinar.

W F S A also launched an online #W A D 20 23 photobooth 
which combined with social media encouraged 
anaesthesia professionals to share photos, highlight 
their roles in cancer care and show off some delicious-

looking World Anaesthesia Day cakes across their 
social media channels.

World Patient Safety Day
Patient Safety is a central tenet of anaesthesiology 
and W F S A is an active member of the World Patient 
Safety Network. Annually on 17 September, W F S A 
joins with partners to celebrate World Patient Safety 
Day and advocate for improved global patient safety 
standards and practices.

World Patient Safety Day 2023 had the theme of 
“Engaging patients for patient safety”.

W F S A marked the day by highlighting and sharing 
resources on patient-centred care  with a focus on 
patient engagement and shared decision-making. 
W F S A’s former President, Jannicke Mellin-Olsen, 
highlighted patent engagement during her keynote 
address at the World Patient Safety Summit 2023.

700 + people  
posted pictures  

on the WAD2024 
photobooth. 
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https://wfsahq.org/news/latest-news/wfsa-celebrates-world-anaesthesia-day-2023/
https://wfsahq.org/news/latest-news/world-patient-safety-day-2023-where-is-the-patients-voice-in-anaesthesia/


UTSTEIN SURGERY, 
ANAESTHESIA AND 
OBSTETRIC METRICS
In 2019, in partnership with the Laerdal Foundation, W F S A convened a 
meeting at Utstein Abbey in Norway to review and develop metrics and 
reporting criteria for surgery, anaesthesia and obstetrics (S A O). This was 
the first comprehensive review of the six indicators developed by The 
Lancet Commission on Global Surgery.

36 invited global experts helped refine the original 
Lancet Commission’s indicators down to five - surgical 
volume; geospatial access; workforce; perioperative 
mortality; and catastrophic expenditure. The 
consensus reached at the Utstein Conference, which 
included refined indicators, approaches to data 
collection and reporting criteria necessary for patient 
safety, was published in PLoS Medicine. 

Progress in 2023
W F S A awarded grants to two pilot projects in  
Ghana and South Africa to assess the feasibility and 
challenges of collecting the metrics at the hospital 
level. The working group is drafting an ‘Utstein 2’ 
manuscript which they hope to submit for publication 
in 2024.

Next steps
The pilot projects will conclude at W C A2024, with 
the principal investigators from each project presenting 
their Findings. Results from the pilot projects will 
inform the development of an S A O metrics data 
collection toolkit, which will be made available  
online. Working with stakeholders including W H O, 
the World Bank and the UN, toolkits will be employed 
at national and regional levels to collect data that can 
be used to inform health system decision-making and 
resource allocation.

 
Updated metrics which are 
universally agreed upon will be 
a major step in providing the 
knowledge needed to improve 
national health systems.

Bruce Biccard, Groote Schuur Hospital  
and the University of Cape Town, South Africa.
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https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1003749
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OUR  
MEMBERS
W F S A’s strength is our Member Societies. As the foremost  
global network of anaesthesiologists, we draw together the  
expertise and knowledge of over 500,000 anaesthesiologists.

Our members’ diversity and global reach make W F S A 
a unique organisation, leading the way in promoting 
safe anaesthesia and perioperative care on a  
global scale.

Through our programmes, W F S A works for and on 
behalf of our members to share their expertise, 
facilitate their leadership and strengthen their efforts 
to improve anaesthesia provision. 

W F S A’s 2023 volunteers in numbers:

176
Fellowship  

faculty

261
Trainers

233
W F S A Board,  

Council & Committee

North America

Central and South 
America, Mexico and  
the Caribbean Islands Europe

Africa and  
the Middle East Asia

Australia, New Zealand 
and the Pacific Islands
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GOVERNANCE
We are incredibly grateful for the engagement and generosity of our 
Member Societies. The Board, Council and Committee members are all 
drawn from our Member Societies. This support and expertise directs  
and enables W F S A’s work.

The Board

President 
Wayne Morriss  
(New Zealand)

Director of Partnerships 
Walid Habre
(Switzerland)

Director of Programmes 
Carolina Haylock-Loor
(Honduras)

Council Representative 
Emilia Guasch
(Spain)

Council Representative 
Mauricio Vasco Ramirez
(Colombia)

Immediate Past President 
Adrian Gelb  
(USA)

Treasurer 
Davy Cheng 
(China)

Secretary 
Daniela Filipescu 
(Romania)
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Council Regional Representatives

Top from left to right: Philippe Mavoungou (Congo) • Bisola Onajin-Obembe (Nigeria) • Patricia Yazbeck (Lebanon)  
• Yuguang Huang (China) • Il-Ok Lee (Korea) • Shigeru Saito (Japan) • David Pescod (Australia)

Bottom from left to right: • Stefan De Hert (Belgium) • Emilia Guasch (Spain) • Anna Spacek (Austria)  
• Luiz Fernando dos Reis Falcão (Brazil) • Pedro Ibarra (Colombia) • Dylan Bould (Canada) • Elizabeth Drum (USA)

Top from left to right: Faye Evans (Chair of the Education Committee, USA) • Mauricio Vasco Ramirez (Chair of the Constitution 
Committee, Colombia) • Robert Dyer (Chair of the Obstetric Anaesthesia Committee, South Africa) • Christina Lundgren (Chair 
of the Publications Committee, South Africa) • Philippe Mavoungou (Chair of Ad-Hoc Anaesthesia Equipment Committee, Congo) 
• Carolina Haylock-Loor (Chair of the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee, Honduras)

Bottom from left to right: Christian Werner (Chair of the Scientific Affairs Committee, Germany) • Clare Roques (Chair of the Pain 
Management Committee, UK and Ireland) • Jodi Sherman (Chair of Ad Hoc Sustainability Committee, USA • Erlinda C. Oracion 
(Chair of the Safety & Quality of Practice Committee, Philippines) • Norifumi Kuratani (Chair of the Paediatric Anaesthesia 
Committee, Japan) • Sheila Myatra (Chair of the Intensive and Critical Care Medicine Committee, India) • Susan Nicoll (Chair of 
the Professional Wellbeing Committee, New Zealand)

Council Committee Representatives
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W C A2024 
SCHOLARSHIP 
SUPPORTERS
W F S A takes a collaborative approach to working with  
a range of global health stakeholders to offer vital education  
and training programmes around the world. 

W F S A is extremely grateful to all of our supporters 
and partners who enable us to improve patient care 
and access to safe anaesthesia for all. Our work would 
not be possible without them.

This year we would particularly like to recognise 
partners supporting scholarships to W C A2024. With 
the generous support of these partners we have been 
able to provide over 60 in-person scholarships to 
anaesthesiologists from low and middle income 
countries from across the globe. 

 
The Korean Society of Anesthesiologists strongly 
supports the W C A scholarships programme  
as it aligns with our core values of advancing 
education and fostering global collaboration  
in anaesthesiology. This commitment mirrors  
our altruistic mission to cultivate the upcoming 
generation of anaesthesiologists, with a focus  
on maintaining the highest standards globally.

Justin Sangwook Ko, Director of Scientific Affairs,  
Korean Society of Anesthesiologists
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RETURN ON 
INVESTMENT
Our volunteers are the foundation of what we do and we could  
not succeed without them. W F S A is supported by an extraordinary  
network of thousands of volunteers. They generously and graciously  
dedicate their expertise and time to our work every year. 

Experienced anaesthesiologists volunteer their time 
and expertise to join W F S A’s Committees, Council 
and Board as well as design and run our training.

The in-kind value of this volunteered time and 
expertise is conservatively estimated at over $4million 
per year.

This support means that   
W F S A provides a return of  
over $10 for every $1 invested 
in the organisation by  
its membership.

51% Grants & Donations:                                                                                               49% Membersh
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70% Programme Implem
entation                                                                                        
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Income  
$1,281,097
Grants & Donations: 

$658,405

Membership Dues: 
$622,692

Expenditure  
$1,950,028

Programme Implementation:  
$1,367,364

Operations, governance  
& fundraising:  

$582,664

At time of publishing the 2023 independent financial audit had yet  
to be completed. Click HERE for WFSA’s latest audited accounts.
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Uniting and empowering anaesthesiologists 
around the world to improve patient care.
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