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Beirut, Oct 29, 2025

Subject: Letter of Endorsement for Pr. Vanda Abi Raad — Candidacy for WFSA Council Membership

Dear Members of the Selection Committee,

On behalf of the Lebanese Society of Anesthesiologists (LSA), it is with great pride that we endorse the
candidacy of Dr. Vanda Abi Raad for election to the WFSA Council as Regional Representative for the
Middle East.

Dr. Abi Raad is a Clinical Professor, Chair of the Department of Anesthesiology, and Associate Dean for
Faculty Affairs and Development at the Lebanese American University School of Medicine. She is also
the Founding Director of the LAU Clinical Simulation Center. Her leadership and long-standing
dedication to advancing anesthesia education, simulation, and professional development have had a
transformative impact nationally, regionally, and internationally.

As Past President of the Lebanese Society of Anesthesiologists and Board Member of the Pan Arab
Federation of Societies of Anaesthesia (PAFSA), Dr. Abi Raad has been instrumental in promoting
continuing medical education, developing the PAFSA CPD framework, and leading cross-society
educational collaborations. Within WFSA, she has served on the Education Committee, contributing to
the Inspire Curriculum, its French translation, and several global educational initiatives.

Her leadership extends beyond education. Through the NextGen Anesthesiology Leadership Program,
she has mentored early-career anesthesiologists and strengthened leadership capacity across Lebanon
and the region. Her election as a Member of the National Academy of Surgery (France) further reflects
her recognized contribution to advancing clinical excellence and medical education.

The LSA strongly believes that Dr. Abi Raad’s vision, collaborative approach, and deep understanding
of the challenges and opportunities in the Middle East make her an ideal representative on the WFSA
Council. Her voice will meaningfully contribute to promoting education, advocacy, and equitable
access to safe anesthesia in our region.

Sincerely,

Pr. Samia Madi-Jebara
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Professor Samia Madi-Jebara

President of the Lebanese Society of Anesthesiologists

Head of the Department of Anesthesiology, Critical Care and Pain Management
Residency Program Director

Director of the Medical Simulation Center-MEDSIM

Hotel Dieu de France Hospital- St Joseph University-Beirut-Lebanon
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