Motivation Letter

Candidate for WFSA Council — African Regional Representative

African Voices Amplified
Dear Members of the Nominations Committee,

| am applying to serve as a representative for the African region on the WFSA
Council because | believe | can contribute by bringing the voices of African
anaesthesiologists to a platform where they can be heard, recognised, and
celebrated. Through this role, | aim to use the Council’s global reach to shine a light
on African anaesthesia—its challenges, triumphs, and innovations—and to ensure
that the realities of our region help shape WFSA's global agenda.

| believe | have a strong understanding of the opportunities and systemic challenges
that define our region and | bring with me experience in collaborative leadership and
regional engagement that | believe will strengthen WFSA’s efforts to promote safe
anaesthesia for all.

Anaesthesia on the continent is a rapidly growing and evolving field, but faces
persistent challenges: limited workforce capacity, shortages of essential medicines
and equipment, and persistent gaps in policy recognition. At the same time, | have
witnessed resilience of African anaesthesia providers, with the remarkable
innovation and leadership, African anaesthesiologists are committed to delivering
safe care despite these barriers and can only do so with dedicated voices to amplify
their calls to strengthen perioperative care, expand access to safe anaesthesia, and
support the growth of our specialty across Africa.

The WFSA Council representative serves as a bridge between WFSA and African
member societies, ensuring open communication, inclusiveness, and accountability.
It would be an honour to represent Africa on the WFSA Council and to work with
colleagues worldwide toward the shared goal of universal access to safe
anaesthesia.

Yours sincerely,

Sompwe Lupwesha Mwansa

MSc Paeds Anaes/FPATA (UNZA/WFSA), MMed. ANAES (UNZA), MBChB (WITS)
President, Society of Anaesthetists of Zambia

Deputy Secretary, Africa Regional Section, WFSA
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