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To write about Prof. Benjamin Drenger at the past tense is a very difficult task. For
decades he was one of the most important personalities in the field of
anaesthesia and intensive care, not only in Israel but also in Europe and the
United States. Benny was a total professional, fully dedicated to his work and to
his special field of interest; cardiovascular anesthesia. Simply put, it is not easy to
accept his disappearance, since he fulfilled multiple tasks as a physician, a
researcher and a teacher over so many years.

Soon after his death, and in order to prepare this text, | asked Hana, his widow, to
send me Benny’s curriculum vitae. | thought that | would not find too many
unknown details. | must confess, his professional life was much, much richer and
more significant than | knew! His CV would be a source of envy for any physician.

Benny was born in Haifa, Israel, in 1950. He finished medical studies at the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem and started his residency in Anaesthesiology and
Critical Care Medicine at Hadassah Medical Center, Jerusalem, under the late
Prof. Terry Davidson. In June 1985 he received his specialist diploma and started
his brilliant career in our specialty. Benny’s teaching merits were soon recognized
by the University and in 1986 he was appointed lecturer in Anaesthesiology at
Hebrew University, followed by a full Professorship in 2012.

Not long into his career, Benny became interested in the field of cardiovascular
anaesthesia. He started clinical and laboratory research, and one of his first
papers, on volatile anaesthetics and their effect on calcium channel blocker
binding to bovine cardiac sarcolemma, was published in Anesthesiology in 1991.
Thereafter his appointment as director of Cardiothoracic Anesthesia Unit at
Hadassah Medical Center did not come as a surprise.

Benny spent time abroad, mainly in the USA at John Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore
where he was an active staff member and Associate Professor. Later on, by virtue
of his position as Professor of Anaesthesiology, he became a staff member at
Harvard University Medical School, Boston, and also at New York University
Medical Center.



Benny was an excellent organizer, he succeeded in understanding the main
problems and difficulties of our specialty, the problematic of the operating room,
the collaboration with other medical specialties, so his appointments as director
of the Anaesthesia Department at Mount Scopus Hadassah Medical Center in
2001, and later on as Director of the Department of Anesthesia and Perioperative
Medicine at Rambam Medical Center, Haifa, became de facto opportunities to
improve the anaesthesia care in both hospitals.

His research activity resulted in more than 70 papers published in various
journals, his main field being-of course- cardiothoracic anesthesia, but also tens of
chapters in collective textbooks, all them proving his deep knowledge and
experience in this field.

Benny was also an excellent teacher and mentor, with many young physicians
benefiting from his experience when they prepared MD thesis, or spent time as
residents in Anaesthesia.

His election as President of the Israel Society of Anesthesiologists, serving for two
terms (2011-2017), was a recognition of his professional merits, and he fulfilled
this task with a lot of success, being helped by the multitude of professional
relations he used to have all over the world.

No less impressive was the range of invitations he got, as a visiting professor and
as a lecturer, in both Europe and the United States. Benny’s professional
connections in various countries all over the world helped him in organizing, the
combined 8™ International Congress of Cardiothoracic and Vascular Anesthesia,
and 19" International Congress of the Israel Society of Anesthesia (sponsored by
the Society of Cardiovascular Anesthesiologists (SCA) and the European
Association of Cardiothoracic and Vascular Anaesthesiologists (EACTA) in 2002.

He never retired! At the age of 71 he became the European representative at the
WEFSA International Task Force for environmental sustainability in anaesthesia.
Benny continued, up to the last year of his life, to take part in various scientific
manifestations, being invited to present lectures and to moderate panels.

| stop here.



| am fully aware of the fact that all of the above represents just a small portion of
a most successful professional life.

We will all miss him. He will be missed by the tens of physicians and other medical
professionals, with whom he worked and shared his enormous clinical and
research experience.

Israeli anaesthesia will soon feel the immense gap which was created by his
death. And he will be terribly missed by Hana, his wife, by his three children and
his eight grandchildren.

| will miss him a lot.

Gabriel M. Gurman, MD

Professor Emeritus, Anesthesiology and Critical Care
Ben Gurion University of the Negev

Beer Sheva, Israel



