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Letter of Endorsement 

Nomination of Prof. Dr. Leonard Azamfirei for the Council Nominations of the WFSA

To the attention of the WFSA Nominations Committee World Federation of Societies of 
Anaesthesiologists 

Dear Members of the Committee, 

On behalf of the Romanian Society of Anaesthesia and Intensive Care (SRATI), it is my 
distinct honor to provide this formal endorsement for the candidacy of  

Professor Dr. Leonard Azamfirei for the Council nominations of the WFSA. 

Professor Azamfirei is, in our view, exceptionally qualified for this leadership role, based on 
his rare combination of academic excellence, clinical expertise, visionary leadership, and 
long-standing dedication to the advancement of anesthesiology education both in 
Romania and internationally. 

Why do we consider him highly qualified for this position? 

First, his academic and educational leadership is outstanding. As Rector of one of the largest 
and most internationalized medical universities in Eastern Europe for over a decade, he 
has designed and implemented large-scale educational reforms, introduced modern 
teaching methodologies (including simulation and digital platforms), and successfully aligned 
medical education with global standards. His ability to develop curricula, accredit 
programs, and coordinate institutional partnerships across continents demonstrates the 
strategic capacity necessary to lead WFSA’s educational efforts globally. 

Second, he has deep and continuous engagement with the field of anesthesiology. Professor 
Azamfirei is a full professor and head of the Department of Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, a 
mentor and coordinator for residency and PhD programs, and a practicing 
consultant anesthesiologist. His career combines hands-on clinical excellence with 
academic rigor—making him acutely aware of the real-world challenges and opportunities 
in training future anesthesiologists, especially in low- and middle-income settings. 

Third, he has a proven ability to work across borders, cultures, and institutions. He 
has participated in educational and research collaborations with leading centers in Western 
Europe, North America, Asia, and the Middle East. His experience as an invited lecturer at 
international forums—including ESAIC meetings, the German-East European Health Forum, 
and the  
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Innovative Hospital programme at Imperial College London—attests to his credibility and 
influence in the global anesthesiology community. 

Fourth, he brings a strong publication and editorial profile - with over 250 scientific papers, 
including more than 85 indexed in Web of Science, many addressing education, sepsis, 
simulation, and critical care. As Editor-in-Chief of The Journal of Critical Care Medicine, he 
also understands the value of evidence-informed educational policy. 

Finally, Professor Azamfirei has a clear vision for global education in anesthesiology, centered 
on equity, innovation, and sustainability. His leadership style is inclusive, methodical, and 
deeply committed to long-term impact. 

For all these reasons, the Romanian Society of Anaesthesia and Intensive Care endorses his 
application with great enthusiasm and full confidence. We are convinced that Professor 
Azamfirei will serve the WFSA Council with integrity, competence, and a global mindset, 
ensuring that its mandate is not only fulfilled, but elevated. 

Sincerely, 

Prof. Șerban-Ion Bubenek-Turconi  MD Ph.D.  FESAIC 

President – Romanian Society Anaesthesia and Intensive Care (SRATI) 
Honorary Member, Former Member of the Board of Directors and 

NASC Past-Chairman of the European Society of Anaesthesiology and Intensive Care (ESAIC) 
ESAIC - NASC member representing Romania 

“Carol Davila” Medical University of Bucharest - Chair ”1st Department” of 
Anaesthesia and Intensive Care 

Examiner for European Diploma in Anaesthesia and Intensive Care 
Visiting Professor of Tel Aviv Med.Center- Sackler Faculty of Medicine, Israel 

Assistant Etranger de l’Universite Pitie-Salpetriere, Paris VI, France 
Associate Professor “N.Testemiteanu” Medical University Chisinau, Rep.Moldova 

Chief 1-st Cardiovascular Anesthesia and Intensive Care Dept. 
“Prof. C.C. Iliescu” Emergency Institute for Cardiovascular Diseases 
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