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October 28, 2025

The Election Committee

World Federation of Societies of Anesthesiologists (WFSA)
21 Portland Place

London W1B 1PY

United Kingdom

Dear Members of the WFSA Nominations Committee,

It is my distinct honor and privilege, as President of the Japanese Society of
Anesthesiologists, to recommend Professor Hiroshi Morimatsu for the position
of WFSA Council Regional Representative for Asia.

Professor Morimatsu currently serves as Chair and Professor of the Department
of Anesthesiology and Resuscitology at Okayama University Hospital, the role he
has held with distinction since 2013. His career spans over three decades of
clinical, academic, and international leadership in anesthesiology and critical
care. He earned his M.D. from Okayama University Medical School in 1993 and
completed his Ph.D. in 2007 at the same institution. His professional journey
includes international training as a clinical fellow in Melbourne, Australia, and
numerous academic appointments in Japan and abroad.

Professor Morimatsu’s career trajectory and leadership roles clearly align with
the mission and responsibilities of the WFSA Council. After completing his
clinical fellowship in Melbourne, Australia (2001-2002), he rejoined the
Department of Anesthesiology, Resuscitology, and Intensive Care at Okayama
University Medical School in 2003, where he contributed to the implementation
of international best practices in the department’s clinical operations. As Chair
since 2013, he has further strengthened his global commitment by leading a bold
international education initiative. He has welcomed international students and
personally mentored Ph.D. candidates from Tonga, Ghana, and over ten students
from China, ensuring these future leaders return to their home countries
equipped with advanced knowledge and skills to enhance local anesthesiology
capacity across Asia and beyond.

He currently chairs the Committee on International Affairs for the Japanese
Society of Anesthesiologists and serves as Secretary General of the Japanese
Society of Clinical Anesthesia. Internationally, he has contributed as a member of
the International Subcommittee of the IARS, where he has implemented the IARS
International Outreach Travel Grant—an initiative that supports young
anesthesiologists in low- and middle-income countries. The project has been
successfully carried out over the past two years by IARS members.
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His active engagement in both regional and global anesthesiology networks
makes him uniquely qualified to represent Asia on the WFSA Council. He has
consistently demonstrated the ability to foster collaboration across borders,
promote equitable access to education, and advocate for the advancement of
anesthesiology in diverse healthcare settings.

Professor Morimatsu is also a prolific researcher, with recent publications in
leading journals such as the Korean Journal of Anesthesiology, Perioperative
Medicine, Journal of Anesthesia, Scientific Reports, A&A Practice, and B]S Open
for his works of perioperative care, pediatric anesthesia, neurocritical
monitoring, and international clinical trials.

Through his extensive experience in education, research, and international
engagement, Professor Morimatsu has demonstrated a profound commitment to
advancing anesthesiology across borders. His candidacy for the WFSA Council is
driven by a sincere desire to strengthen global communication and collaboration
among anesthesiologists, particularly within the Asia region.

[ wholeheartedly endorse Professor Morimatsu’s nomination and am confident
that his leadership, integrity, and global perspective will make a significant
contribution to the WFSA Council and its mission.

Sincerely,

Kanji Uchida M.D., PhD.
President of the Japanese Society of Anesthesiologists



