
Letter of Intent for WFSA President Elect 2026–2028 

 

I began my journey as an Anaesthesiologist in September 1989 as a young 
resident. Over the past 37 years, the journey has been inspiring and rich with 
learning. Each stage has opened new avenues for growth—professionally and 
personally. 
 
I am deeply grateful to researchers, both clinical and laboratory, who have 
advanced our field, especially in perioperative care. I also thank the millions of 
Anaesthesiologists who have dedicated their lives to bringing these advances 
directly to patients. Their efforts have made the perioperative period safer and 
more predictable in many parts of the world. 
 
My association with WFSA has been close and long-standing.  
Since 2014, I have served as Head of the WFSA Fellowship in Regional 
Anaesthesia, training 38 fellows from 18 countries. This role gave me valuable 
insight into the global gaps in training and the WFSA’s unique role in narrowing 
them.  As President Elect, I would work to build on these global initiatives. 
 
Since 2020, I have also served on WFSA’s Educational Committee, an 
experience that highlighted the pivotal role the organisation plays in bridging 
the knowledge gap. I will strive to strengthen and expand these efforts, 
ensuring they reach every Anaesthesiologist in need. 
 
My role as Secretary of WFSA since 2024 has further deepened my 
understanding of global health needs. Representing WFSA at WHO in Geneva 
for the Global Alliance for the Care of the Injured (GACI) taught me the 
importance of global collaboration and partnerships. As Chair of the WFSA 
Acute Care Action Network Working Group, I continue to learn from the acute 
care landscape worldwide. 
 
In addition, my leadership roles as National President of the Indian Society of 
Anaesthesiologists, National President of the Academy of Regional Anaesthesia 
of India, and President of the Asian Oceanic Society of Regional Anaesthesia 
and Pain Medicine have taught me much about responsibility and the power of 
collective effort. 
 
As President-Elect, I recognise the defined duties under the WFSA By-Laws: to 
deputise for the President, to prepare to assume the Presidency, to contribute 
to board and council governance, advocacy, education, professional 
development, and to represent WFSA globally. 



 
I will strive for transparency, timely communication, efficient follow-up of 
decisions, and active engagement with the Secretariat, the Board, the Council, 
Committees, and Member Societies. 

I shall strive hard and focus on accomplishing WFSA’s five strategic pillars for 
2023-2028 collectively: championing anaesthesiologists; strengthening 
member societies and networks; advancing leadership; ensuring a well-trained 
and resilient workforce; and improving safety and quality in anaesthesiology. I 
shall also focus on additional priorities including patient blood management, 
online learning platforms, mentoring, sustainability initiatives, harnessing AI 
and digitalisation and the right to labour analgesia. 
 
In working with the WFSA Board, Council, Committees, member societies, and 
all anaesthesiologists worldwide, I will endeavour to advance our collective 
goals for universal safe anaesthesia, improved patient outcomes, our role as 
perioperative physician and recognition of our profession as essential in health 
systems globally  
 
I look forward to the day when we can declare—with pride—that 
anaesthesia-related mortality has reached zero. 
 
Iam confident together we can accomplish 
 
In gratitude, 
Dr. Balavenkatasubramanian Jagannathan 
 


