
October 20th 2025 

 

Dear WFSA Selection Committee for Council, 

I am writing to apply formally for the Australia/New Zealand/Pacific Islands Council position for 2026 

and to outline my motivation for doing so. 

I am a Consultant Anaesthesiologist currently living and working on the Gold Coast, in Queensland 

Australia. My childhood was spent in Vanuatu, and I have always felt a strong affinity for the Pacific 

region – I have spent the last 25 years visiting and living in various Pacific Island Countries with a 

focus on assisting building Anaesthesia Capacity and Development in our Region. 

I have been a member of the Australian Society of Anaesthetists Overseas Development and 

Education Committee for 17 years, with 8 years as Chair – we are involved in education projects in 

partnership with several countries in the Pacific and SE Asia region. This has allowed me to visit, 

work, teach and build relationships and networks broadly. 

I am coming to the end of my first 2-year term as a Council member at the WFSA. I have developed a 

strong understanding of the core values of the World Federation, and it has been a privilege working 

closely with committed anaesthesiologists from around the globe as we have endeavoured to 

facilitate and support education and development opportunities. I have also had the opportunity to 

assist with selection of Scholarship and Fellowships over the last few years. 

I am currently the Chair of the Asia Australasia Regional Section AARS) of the WFSA having spent two 

terms as a Board member prior to assuming the Chair role in Seoul, Korea at the 2022 AACA 

congress. As Chair I have the privilege of attending member society Annual Scientific Meetings and 

representing both the AARS and WFSA as we strive to build a collaborative and collegiate approach 

to developing anaesthesia capacity and workforce in our Region. I have managed to personally visit 

13 member countries over the least 3 years, and I look forward to handing over the Chair role in 

February 2026 at the AACA meeting in Bangkok, Thailand. I will remain involved with the Board as 

the immediate Past Chair. 

I have always been strongly committed to working with colleagues from less well-resourced 

environments to facilitate education and training opportunities. My CV outlines other activities and 

interests that reflect my core values and beliefs, and I would very much value the opportunity to 

continue to work closely with the Council and Board at the WFSA as we develop and work towards 

new strategic priorities. 

I believe I would bring experience, enthusiasm and a broad knowledge of the challenges and the 

requirements for continuing to build Anaesthesia Capacity in both my local geographic region and 

more globally. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Dr Christopher Bowden FANZCA 

 


