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Asian and Australasian Regional Section 
World Federation of Societies of Anaesthesiologists 

 
REGULATIONS adopted 22nd September 1970 

Revised November 1994 
Revised February 2014 
Revised November 2022 
Revised February 2026 

 
Article I – Name and Domicile 

Section 1.01 The name of the duly constituted regional body shall 
be “The Asian and Australasian Regional Section of the 
World Federation of Societies of Anaesthesiologists”, 
hereinafter referred to as “the Asian and Australasian 
Section” or the “Regional Section”. 

 
 
Section 1.02 The domicile of the Regional Section shall be in the country in 

which the Secretary resides. 
 
 

Article II - Establishment 

Section 2.01 The Regional Section has been established on the 
twenty-second day of September, 1970. 

 
Article III – Purposes 

 
Section 3.01 The aims and activities of this Regional Section will be 

consistent with all the aims, interests and objectives of the 
World Federation of Societies of Anaesthesiologists (WFSA). 

Section 3.02 As a Regional Section, it will cooperate with WFSA in promoting those 
objectives and will abide by the Bylaws of the Federation, current at any 
time. 

Section 3.03 It will endeavor to establish closer relationships among 
national Societies of Anaesthesiologists in all countries 
within the Asian and Australasian Region, defined as 
embracing Asia, Australasia, and Western and Central Pacific 
Islands. 

 
Section 3.04 It will encourage and assist in the formation of 

national Societies of Anaesthesiologists in the 
region. 
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Section 3.05 It will strive to stimulate and maintain interest in the 
teaching and training of anaesthesiologists in the 
region. 

 
Section 3.06 It will safeguard the interests of the specialty of 

Anaesthesiology in countries within the region. 

 

Article IV – Congress 

Section 4.01 The Asian and Australasian Congress of Anaesthesiologists (AACA) shall 
be conducted at intervals of four years in a year in which there is no 
World Congress of Anaesthesiologists, and organised by a Member 
Society of the Regional Section. 

 
Section 4.02 Attendance at the Regional Congresses shall be open to all those 

interested in anesthesiology and related sciences. 

 
Article V – Membership 

 
Section 5.01 Membership of the Asian and Australasian Regional Section shall be 

open to national Societies of Anaesthesiologists, within this region. 

Section 5.02 Eligibility for membership to the Regional Section shall be automatic 
for national Societies of Anaesthesiologists which are full or 
corresponding members of WFSA. 

 
Section 5.03 Applications for membership to the Regional Section shall be submitted 

in writing to the Secretary, and each Society or Corresponding member 
shall therein undertake to abide by the regulations of this Regional 
Section and to fulfill its obligations as a Member Society or Associate 
member in accordance with the provisions of the regulations. 

 
Section 5.04 On receipt of a Society’s or Corresponding member’s application and 

undertaking, provisional membership to the Regional Section may be 
granted by the Board until election to membership is considered at the 
next Regional Assembly. 

 
Section 5.05 A two-thirds majority vote of the Official Delegates participating either 

in-person or virtually at a regular Regional Assembly shall suffice to 
elect applicants to membership. Resolutions of the AARS Regional 
Section may be voted on at a physical meeting or circulated for 
approval via electronic means. 

Section 5.06 Membership may be terminated only for the same causes and under 
the same terms as those for suspension, expulsion, and termination set 
out in the current By-Laws of WFSA. 
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Article VI – Liaison with Officers of WFSA 

Section 6.01 The President, Secretary and Treasurer of WFSA shall be invited in 
their official capacities to attend all scientific and business meetings 
of the Regional Section. The Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of WFSA 
will also be invited to attend such meetings. 

Section 6.02 A WFSA Officer may exercise a vote in the affairs of the Regional 
Section ONLY if they are also an Official Delegate of their Member 
Society in the Region. The WFSA CEO will not have a vote.  

 
Section 6.03 The Secretary of the Regional Section will acquaint these Officers with 

the business on the Agenda for meetings of the Regional Section. 

 
Article VII – Regional Assembly 

 
Section 7.01 Composition. The Asian and Australasian Regional Assembly will be 

composed of the Official and Alternate Delegates of national Societies 
of Anaesthesiologists within the Region and the President, Secretary, 
Treasurer and CEO of WFSA. 

Section 7.02 Powers and Duties. The determination and control of the policies 
and affairs of the Regional Section shall be vested in the Regional 
Assembly. 

Section 7.03 Delegates. 

Section 7.03-1 Each Member Society shall be entitled to representation by the same 
number of duly nominated Voting Delegates as for the General Assembly of 
WFSA and having the same voting power as at a WFSA General Assembly; 
such Voting Delegates shall attend the Sessions of the Regional Assembly 
either in-person or virtually and each shall exercise one vote. 

Section 7.03-2 Each Member Society shall be entitled to representation by the same 
number of duly nominated Alternate Delegates as in the General 
Assembly of the World Federation; such Alternate Delegates shall, 
whenever possible, attend the sessions of the Regional Assembly, but 
without the power to exercise a vote; except that an Alternate Delegate 
who replaces an Official Delegate shall then become an Official Delegate, 
assuming the power to exercise a vote. 

 
Section 7.03-3 An Officer of WFSA may exercise a vote ONLY if they are also an Official 

Delegate of their Member Society within the Region. 
 
Section 7.03-4 Observer Delegates without voting power may be invited to attend a 

Regional Assembly at the discretion of the Chair of the Board and the 
Chair of the Organising Committee of the Asian and Australasian 
Congress of Anaesthesiologists, with the agreement of the Secretary 
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of WFSA. 
 
Section 7.04 Meetings 

Section 7.04-1 The Regional Assembly will usually be held in conjunction with each 
quadrennial Asian and Australasian Congress of Anaesthesiologists 
and at such other times and places as may be determined by the 
Board. 

 
Section 7.04-2 The conduct of business shall be in accordance with the current By-

Laws and Articles of Association of WFSA. 
 
Section 7.04-3 The business of the Regional Assembly shall be conducted in at least two 

Sessions, one being held before the commencement of the Congress, and 
the other being held before the conclusion of that Congress. 

 
 
Section 7.05 Chair. The Chair of the Board of the Asian and Australasian Regional 

Section shall serve as the chair of the Regional Assembly. 

 
Section 7.06 Quorum.  Two-thirds of the voting Countries shall constitute a quorum 

for transaction of business at the Assembly. 

 
Section 7.07 Voting 

 
Section 7.07-1 All elections and other decisions of the Regional Assembly shall be 

determined by the affirmative vote of not less than a majority of those 
voting; the only exceptions to this are Membership, Amendments of 
the Regulations and Dissolution. 

Section 7.07-2 Each Delegate and Member of the Board of the Section shall have one 
vote, with the exception of the Chair, who shall refrain from voting 
except in a tie-vote. 

 
 

Section 7.08 Order of Business 

Section 7.08-1 Matters for the Agenda of the Regional Assembly may be submitted in 
writing by any Member Society of the Regional Section to the Secretary 
of the Board; and copies shall be provided by that Member Society to 
the Secretary of the Organising Committee for the next Congress, and to 
the Secretary of WFSA. 

Section 7.08-2 The official Agenda shall be suitably outlined and prepared by the 
Board, but the Assembly shall determine the method of procedure at 
its meeting. 
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Section 7.08-3 The President of the next Congress will be elected by the Board on the 
advice of the Host Society prior to that Congress. 

Section 7.08-4 The Assembly shall deal with the items on the Agenda and such other 
matters as it may decide to add thereto, with the exception of new 
business relating to the expenditure of funds, which may be considered 
only on prior notice. 

 
Section 7.08-5 The approximate time and the place of the next Asian and Australasian 

Congress of Anaesthesiologists shall be decided by the Regional 
Assembly during its last Session; the Member Society thus selected will 
appoint an Organising Committee to conduct the congress, and will 
decide its exact date, in consultation with the Board, and the Officers of 
WFSA. 

Section 7.08-6 A Board shall at the outset be elected to conduct regional affairs until 
the first regular Regional Assembly is held. During the last session of a 
Regional Assembly, a ballot shall be conducted to elect members of the 
Board who will serve for the ensuing period of four years, until 
succeeded by election at the close of the next Regional Assembly. 

Section 7.08-7 Following each Regional Assembly, the Minutes thereof shall be 
distributed to the Secretary of each Member Society of the Regional 
Section, to all Official and Alternate Delegates who attended the 
Assembly, to each member of the Board and to the President, Secretary, 
Treasurer and CEO of WFSA. 

 
Section 7.08-8 In deciding matters to be placed on the Agenda of the next Regional 

Assembly, the Board elected by the preceding Assembly shall cooperate 
with the Organising Committee for the next Congress in the Region. 

 
 
 

Article VIII – Regional  

Board 

 Section 8.01 Membership and Composition 

Section 8.01-1 There shall be a Board of the Asian and Australasian Regional Section, 
which will function as an executive committee. 

Section 8.01-2 It shall be composed of a maximum of eleven elected members, namely, 
Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, a representative of the next 
AACA Host Society and six Members of the Board. Members of the WFSA 
Council representing the Asian Australasian Region may also attend 
Board meetings as ex-officio members without a vote. Of the ten 
elected members, a maximum of three should come from each of East 
Asia and Southeast Asia and a maximum of two from each of the Pacific 



7 
 

and South Asia. The sub regions contain the following member societies: 
South Asia: Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, Maldives, Nepal, Sri Lanka; East 
Asia: China, China Hong Kong, China Taipei, Japan, Korea, Mongolia; 
Southeast Asia: Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam; Pacific: Australia, 
Micronesia, New Zealand, Pacific islands, Papua New Guinea. One 
elected member should be from Japan and will serve as Treasurer. 

 
 
Section 8.02 Nomination 

Section 8.02-1 All nominees for membership of the Board should be current or past 
Delegates to a Regional Assembly, and must be members in good 
standing of their constituent Member Societies. All nominees must be 
approved by their Member Society. 

 
Section 8.02-2 Nominations, duly proposed, seconded, accepted and signed by all 

three parties (nominee, proposer, seconder), may be received by 
the Board in advance of a Regional Assembly or during the first 
session of that Assembly. 

 
 
Section 8.03 Election 

Section 8.03-1 Members of the Board shall be elected by the Regional Assembly as 
provided in Section 7.08-6 of the Regulations. 

 
Section 8.03-2 A simple majority of votes cast shall be necessary to elect. 

Section 8.03-3 In the event of no nominee receiving a majority vote, progressive 
elimination of the nominee with the lowest number of votes shall 
continue until a majority vote is obtained. 

 
 
Section 8.04 Terms of Office 

Section 8.04-1 No Delegate or former Delegate may be elected to serve more 
than one four-year term as Chair. 

 
Section 8.04-2 No Delegate or former Delegate may be elected to serve more than two 

consecutive terms as a member of the Board, except when a Member of 
the Board is proposed and elected as Chair at the end of their two 
consecutive terms. 

 
Section 8.04-3 Retiring members will not be eligible for immediate re-election at the 

end of two consecutive terms of office. 

 
Section 8.05 Vacancies. When a vacancy on the Board occurs for any reason between 
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elections, the Board itself shall elect a successor to fill the unexpired 
term, either from its own members or by co-option. 

 
Section 8.06 Powers and Duties 

 
Section 8.06-1 The Board shall carry out the resolutions of the Regional Assembly. 

 
Section 8.06-2 In collaboration with the Organising Committee of the next Congress, the 

Board shall prepare the Agenda of the Regional Assembly and shall 
forward same to the Member Societies with notice of the Assembly. 

 
Section 8.06-3 The Board shall have the power to invite, at its discretion, the 

attendance at a Regional Assembly of observer delegates from 
non-Member Societies. 

Section 8.06-4 The Secretary may receive nominations to the Board in advance of the next 
regular Regional Assembly and at the first Session of that Assembly. 

Section 8.06-5 Prior to the Regional Assembly, the  Board shall consider the 
Treasurer’s audited accounts and report of anticipated income and 
expenditure, and it shall prepare a recommended budget to present to 
the Regional Assembly. 

 
Section 8.06-6 If desired, the Board may arrive at an appropriate amount to be 

added to each delegate’s registration fee, at the Regional Congress, 
for the funding of the Regional Section. 

 
Section 8.06-7 The Board shall arrive at an agreement with WFSA regarding 

disbursement of surplus monies resulting from the Regional Congress. 
 
Section 8.06-8 The Board may appoint, in the interval between Regional Assemblies, 

special committee for any purpose deemed necessary, as in Article IX. 
 
Section 8.06-9 An Extraordinary Meeting of the Regional Assembly may be called by the 

Board on its own initiative, as and when deemed necessary; and must be 
called by the Board within six months of a request by one-third or more 
of the Member Societies of this Regional Section. Resolutions of the 
AARS Regional Section may be voted on at a physical meeting or 
circulated for approval via electronic means 

Section 8.06-10 The Secretary of the Board shall conduct the day-to-day business of 
the Regional Section and keep a record of the transactions of the 
Regional Assembly and of meetings of the Board, and inform all 
Member Societies of interim decisions of the Board. 

Section 8.06-11 The Treasurer shall keep an accurate and audited account of all 
monies received and disbursed annually, for distribution to all Member 
Societies and members of the Board at least three months before the 
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next regular Regional Assembly. 
 
 
Section 8.07 Meetings 

Section 8.07-1 The Board shall meet before the first session of an Assembly, as well as 
during each session of the Regional Assembly, and whenever the 
interests of the Regional Section so require, at the time and place 
established by the Chair or their designate; and it may recess from time 
to time as necessary to complete its business. 

Section 8.07-2 Special meetings of the Board may be called by the Chair, whenever they 
believe the interests of the Regional Section so require, and whenever 
they receive a request for the consideration of special business from not 
less than a majority of members of the Board. 

Section 8.07-3 The official notice of any meeting of the Board shall specify the time 
and place at which it will be held; notice of special meeting of the 
Board shall in addition specify the purpose for which the meeting is 
called, and no other business may be transacted at that meeting. 
Board members may participate either in-person or virtually; virtual 
votes will be counted as if cast in-person. 

 
Section 8.08 Presiding Officer. The Chair, or in their absence, the Vice-Chair, 

shall preside over meetings of the Board. 
 
Section 8.09 Quorum. A majority of elected members of the Board shall constitute a 

quorum for transaction of business by the Board. 
 
Section 8.10 Voting 

 
Section 8.10-1 All elected members of the Board shall exercise one vote each. 

The Chair shall cast an additional vote if there is a tie. 
 
  Section 8.10-2 WFSA Council Regional representatives attend ex-officio, without a vote. 

Section 8.10-3 Unless otherwise provided in the regulations, a simple majority 
shall be sufficient to carry a resolution. 

 
Section 8-11 Business by Correspondence. The Chair of the Board shall have the 

power to decide what business may be conducted by correspondence, 
and may request the members of the Board to cast their vote on such 
business in writing, by email, via conference call or other electronic 
means. 

 
Section 8-12 Minutes. The Secretary shall keep the Minutes of each meeting of the 

Board and shall distribute the minutes to all members of the Board 
within two months of a meeting; the Minutes to be confirmed by the 
Board at its next meeting. 
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Article IX – Committees 

Section 9.01 Special committee may be appointed by the Board for any purpose 
which will further, expedite or continue activities resulting from 
implementation of the purposes and aims of the Regional Section and 
from decisions of the Regional Assembly. 

 
Section 9.02 Such Committees may be appointed at the time of a regular or 

extraordinary meeting of the Regional Assembly. 
 
Section 9.03 In the intervals between Regional Assemblies, Special Committees may 

also be appointed at the discretion of the Board, to serve until the next 
Regional Assembly. 

 
Article X – Funds and Expenditure 

 
Section 10.01 Sources of Funds. Funds shall be derived “from a proportion of each 

Delegate’s registration fee at the Regional Congress” and from subsidies, 
gifts and bequests offered to the Regional Section, approved and 
accepted by the Board. 

 
Section 10.02 Authorized Expenditure 

 
Section 10.02-1 Funds may be expended by the Board within the limits of the budget 

approved by the Regional Assembly. 
 
Section 10.02-2 Cheques issued in payment of debts incurred by the Board as 

authorized in a budget, must bear the signature of any two members of 
the Board, as decided following the quadrennial election of members of 
the Board. 

 
Section 10.03 Audit 

 
Section 10.03-1 The accounts of the Regional Section will be kept by the Treasurer and 

shall be subject to audit every four years prior to the Regional Assembly 
by a qualified accountant, of all monies received and disbursed by the 
thirty-first day of December of each year. 

 
Section 10.03-2 A copy of the accounts shall be distributed to all members of the Board 

and the Treasurer of WFSA, by the first day of March of each year and a 
copy of the audited accounts every four years. 
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Section 11.01 Location 

Section 11.01-1 The Secretary shall decide the address of the Secretariat of the 
Regional Section for their term of office. 

 
Section 11.01-2 The accounts of the Regional Section shall be kept at the address of 

the Treasurer currently holding office, who shall establish the bank 
account of the Regional Section at a bank of their choice, with the 
approval of the Board. 

 
 
Section 11.02 Expenses. The funds of the Regional Section shall be used to cover office 

expenses of the Board, such as rentals, secretarial work, office supplies, 
postage and incidental administrative expenses. 

 
Article XII – Dissolution and Liquidation 

 
 
Section 12.01 A resolution to dissolve the Regional Section shall be carried by a two-

thirds affirmative vote of the total membership of the Regional 
Assembly, or in a referendum of all Voting Delegates. 

 
Section 12.02 At the time of liquidation, such resolution to dissolve the Regional 

Section having been carried by the Regional Assembly, all accounts 
shall be settled, and surplus funds distributed among Member 
Societies in proportion to their declared membership, after deducting 
any unpaid subscriptions. 

 
 

Article XIII – Amendments to the Regulations 
 
Section 13.01 Proposals for Amendments. The regulations may be amended at a 

regular Regional Assembly only on formal notice of motion, listed three 
months in advance on the Agenda for that Assembly. 

 
Section 13.02 Presentation. The Board shall present the proposed amendments with 

its recommendations to the Assembly. 

Section13.03 Alteration. The Assembly may by simple majority vote alter the form of 
proposed amendments, in accordance with the By-Laws and Articles of 
Association of WFSA. 

 
Section 13.04 Voting. Amendments to the regulations shall be made on decisions 

carried by an affirmative vote of two-thirds majority of the Official 
Delegates at a Regional Assembly. 
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Article XIV – Text and Language 
 
Section 14.01 The text of the regulations in the English language shall be considered as  

authoritative. 

Section 14.02 The official language of the Asian and Australasian Regional 
Section and of the Congress shall be English, and general meetings 
thereof shall be conducted in English. 


