
 

Minutes of Asian and Australasian Regional Section Regional Assembly held 
on Friday 6 February 2026, Bangkok, Thailand 

 

Member Societies represented by delegates for the Asian and Australasian Regional Section 
Regional Assembly 

 

1. Welcome  

Professor Bowden, Chair of the Asian Australasian Regional Section (AARS), welcomed 
delegates attending both in-person and virtually. He acknowledged the 20 member 
societies represented, and gave a special welcome to Professor Daniela Filipescu, 
President and Kristine Stave, CEO of WFSA. 
 

Professor Bowden thanked outgoing board for their contributions. He emphasised the 
importance of their collective efforts in supporting the board and the regional section. 

2. Roll Call and Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from the outgoing Secretary, Justin Ko. The following Member 
Societies were represented, including virtually: 
 
Australian Society of Anaesthetists 
Bangladesh Society of Anaesthesiologists Critical Care and 
Pain Physicians 
Chinese Society of Anesthesiology  
College of Anaesthetists and Intensivists of Sri Lanka 
Indian Society of Anaesthesiologists   
Indonesian Society of Anesthesiologists and Intensive 
Therapy   
Japanese Society of Anesthesiologists     
Korean Society of Anesthesiologists 
Malaysian Society of Anaesthesiologists 
Mongolian Society of Anesthesiologists 
Myanmar Society of Anaesthesiologists  
New Zealand Society of Anaesthetists 
Pacific Society of Anaesthetists 
Philippine Society of Anaesthesiologists 
Royal College of Anesthesiologists of Thailand 
Singapore Society of Anaesthesiologists 
Society of Anaesthesiologists of Nepal   
Society of Anaesthesiologists, Brunei Darussalam  
Society of Anaesthetists of Hong Kong 
Vietnam Society of Anaesthesiologists 



 
3. Minutes of last regional assembly (Korea 2022) 

The minutes of the last regional assembly held in Korea in 2022 were unanimously 
approved.  

4. Business arising from the minutes 

There were no matters arising.  

5. Resolution – ratification of amendments to AARS Regulations  
Professor Bowden introduced the first item for voting, regarding the ratification of 
amendments made to the Asia Australasian Regional Section (AARS) Regulations since the 
2022 regional assembly. 
 
Kristine Stave outlined the online voting process, noting that voting was anonymous, 
confidential, and conducted electronically. Paper ballots were provided for any delegates 
unable to access the online system. 
 
Delegates were invited to vote to ratify the updated Terms of Reference, which required a 
simple majority. It was clarified that these changes also allow the board to convene an 
extraordinary fully virtual regional assembly if needed (e.g., in a future pandemic), ensuring 
alignment with WFSA procedures and flexibility in governance. 

Results were captured electronically and confirmed at the end of the session. Delegates, 
both in-person and virtual, were encouraged to raise any questions or comments during the 
process. 

6. Chair’s Report 
Professor Bowden delivered a verbal report highlighting the work of the board over the past 
four years. He emphasised the board’s focus on collaboration, collegiality, networking, and 
fostering relationships among Member Societies, including the signing of multiple 
memoranda of understanding. He noted the leadership of the Korean Society in promoting 
these initiatives, which have now been widely adopted across the region. 
 
Professor Bowden also highlighted efforts to be inclusive, encouraging Member Society 
representatives to attend board meetings, either in-person or virtually, in an observer 
capacity. He expressed gratitude to all Member Societies and board members and 
concluded by noting that he will hand over to the new board on Sunday and thanked 
everyone for their efforts over the past four years. 

7. Secretary’s Report 
Professor Bowden noted that the Secretary’s report was not separately presented, as it 
aligns closely with the Chair’s report, reflecting joint work with Professor Ko.  

8. Treasurer’s Report 
Professor Yamakage presented the financial report related to the AARS scholarship activities. 
In 2024, expenditures of USD 16,000 were made to support scholarships for the World 
Congress of Anaesthesiologists (WCA) held that year. For the upcoming 2026 WCA in Morocco, 



 
ARS has allocated USD 5,000 each for two scholars, totaling USD 10,000. After this allocation 
and accounting for transfer fees, the remaining balance stands at USD 10,567. 

Professor Yamakage also noted that this meeting marks the end of his term as Treasurer. He 
introduced Professor Hiroshi Morimatsu, current Chair of the International Exchange 
Committee of the Japanese Society, who will succeed him in the role. 

Professor Bowden acknowledged the Japanese Society for their support and highlighted that 
nearly all of the AARS budget has been dedicated to providing opportunities for young 
anaesthesiologists from the region to attend the World Congress. To date, six young 
anaesthesiologists have benefited from this support, attending WCA2024 in Singapore and 
WCA2026 in Marrakech, demonstrating AARS’s commitment to fostering the next generation 
of regional anaesthesiology leaders. 

9. AACA 2030 Report (MSA/MCOA) 

The Malaysian Society of Anesthesiologists provided an update on the AACA 2030 
Congress, which will be hosted in Kuala Lumpur from 2–4 August 2030, with a pre-
congress program on 1 August. The update was presented alongside a set of slides 
showcasing the venue and facilities. The main venue will be the convention center at the 
Petronas Twin Towers, centrally located and equipped to host multiple parallel tracks, 
breakout rooms, and a large exhibition hall. One track will be dedicated to the Malaysian 
Society and College of Anesthesiologists Annual Scientific Congress. 

The Society’s academic building in Putrajaya will support pre-congress workshops, 
simulation centers, and the Irish certification exams. Professor Dr Azarina Isaham, President-
Elect of the Malaysian Society of Anesthesiologists, has been announced as the Organising 
Chair to ensure continuity of leadership. The Society is coordinating with tourism and 
convention support bureaus to secure resources, recognising the scale of the event, and 
highlighted Kuala Lumpur as a vibrant, multicultural city ideal for hosting delegates. 

10. Presentation of Bids for Hosting AACA 2034 

Professor Bowden informed the Regional Assembly that the Philippines Society of 
Anesthesiologists (PSA) had submitted a bid to host AACA 2034. A representative from the 
Philippines Society presented the bid. 

There were no competing bids, and a majority vote officially confirmed the Philippines as the 
host country for AACA 2034. In accepting the bid, the PSA expressed gratitude and a strong 
commitment to delivering a high-quality international congress. They emphasised the 
importance of scientific rigour, inclusivity for participants of all backgrounds, and 
collaboration with all AACA Member Societies, academic institutions, and industry partners. 
The video presentation shared offered a glimpse of the Philippines’ natural attractions 
and opportunities for delegates, including marine experiences and cultural exploration. 

11. Nominations for AARS Board 2026-2030 



 
Professor Bowden introduced the nominations process for the AARS Board for the 2026–
2030 term and provided an overview of the procedure. Members were reminded that board 
composition and eligibility are governed by the AARS Regulations, a comprehensive 
document that has undergone several revisions to reflect the growth of the regional section. 
The AARS currently comprises 27 members, organised into four subregions: Pacific, South 
Asia, Southeast Asia, and East Asia, each allocated board seats as stipulated in the 
Regulations 

Nominations for board seats had been submitted by Member Societies in accordance with 
the required process. Voting is only required where the number of nominees exceeds the 
number of available seats. 

For the Pacific Subregion, two nominations were received for two seats; therefore, no vote 
was required. The confirmed representatives are Dr Megan Walmsley (Australia) and Dr 
Maurice Atalifo (Pacific Society of Anesthesiologists, Fiji). 

For the Southeast Asia Subregion, three nominations were received for three seats; no vote 
was required. The confirmed representatives are Professor Azarinah Izaham (Malaysia), 
Professor Penfrancia Cano (Philippines), and Dr Suwimon Tangtrakul (Thailand). 

For the South Asia Subregion, two nominations were received for two seats; no vote was 
required. The confirmed representatives are Dr Naveen Malhotra (India) and Dr Nilmini 
Wijesuriya (Sri Lanka). Appreciation was noted for their willingness to continue serving, 
recognising the value of experience and continuity. 

For the East Asia Subregion, three seats are available, with one seat permanently held by the 
Japanese Society as Treasurer in accordance with the AARS Regulations. Professor 
Morimatsu was confirmed in this role. 

This left two remaining seats contested by three nominees: Dr Le Shen (China), Dr Yee Eot 
Chee (Hong Kong, China), and Dr Jin-Tae Kim (Korea). Each nominee was invited to provide a 
brief introduction prior to the close of voting. Voting remained open at the time of the 
discussion, with results announced following completion of the process. Professor Bowden 
reminded members to submit their votes to ensure full participation. 

New Business – vote on Board representation for Member Country hosting forthcoming 
AACA (continued) 

Professor Bowden returned to this agenda item, noting that it had been introduced earlier 
in the meeting but required formal confirmation following completion of the voting process. 

Members were reminded of the background to the proposed resolution. It was observed 
that during a previous AACA Congress hosted in Korea, there had been no Korean 
representative on the AARS Board in the four years leading up to the meeting. This had 
created challenges for congress planning, preparation, and engagement with the Regional 
Section. 

Following consultation with Member Societies, the Board had considered the matter in 



 
detail and, at its meeting in Kuala Lumpur in August, unanimously approved a proposal that 
the Society hosting a forthcoming AACA Congress should automatically hold a position on 
the AARS Board. The intent is to strengthen collaboration, facilitate planning, and ensure 
host societies have appropriate access to Board support and networks in the lead-up to 
their congress. A resolution to this effect was presented to the Regional Assembly for 
ratification. Voting results showed 100% support from delegates present. 

The motion was therefore confirmed: the Member Society hosting the forthcoming AACA 
Congress will automatically be allocated a Board position. It was noted that the incoming 
Board will amend the Regulations to reflect this change, with formal ratification to follow at 
a future Regional Assembly.  

12. Any Other Business 

Prior to announcing the final voting results for the remaining Board positions, Professor 
Bowden invited members to raise any additional business for consideration. 

Dr Morriss proposed a formal vote of thanks to Professor Bowden, acknowledging his 
leadership and contributions over the past four years. This was seconded by Dr Malhotra, 
with other members expressing appreciation for the work of both Professor Bowen and 
Professor Ko. 

WFSA President, Professor Filipescu, also briefly addressed the Assembly, expressing 
appreciation for the work of the AARS Board and regional Member Societies. She 
commended the region’s academic and collaborative achievements and encouraged the 
sharing of regional activities more broadly across WFSA platforms, including newsletters and 
reports, to enhance visibility and knowledge exchange across other regional sections. She 
also conveyed WFSA’s ongoing support for regional assemblies and future collaboration. 

Professor Bowden acknowledged WFSA’s support and expressed appreciation for the 
presence and engagement of WFSA representatives at the Assembly. 

Nominations for AARS Board for 2026-2030 (continued) 

Professor Bowden returned to the agenda item on nominations for positions on the AARS 
Board in order to announce the final voting results. Members were reminded that voting 
had been conducted anonymously, with results shared on the screen for transparency. 
For the East Asia Subregion Board positions, the results were noted to be closely 
contested. Based on the final vote count, Dr Yee Eot Chee (Hong Kong, China) and 
Professor Jin-Tae Kim (Korea) were confirmed as the two successful nominees. They will 
join the existing representative from the Japanese Society as Board members 
representing the East Asia Subregion.   

 

Professor Bowden invited all Board Members to introduce themselves to the Assembly 
and to provide brief background information on their professional roles and areas of 



 
work. The Assembly welcomed the opportunity to hear from the new representatives. 

Meeting Close / Adjournment 

Following the introductions, Professor Bowden thanked all participants for their engagement 
throughout the meeting and extended appreciation to the outgoing Board members for 
their service over the past term. The Assembly acknowledged the contributions of the Chair, 
the Board, and supporting staff in ensuring a smooth and productive meeting. With all 
agenda items addressed and no further business raised, the Chair formally adjourned the 
meeting. 

 

 

 


